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Units of Credit:  .5 
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Length of Course:  15 cycles 

Periods Per Cycle:  6 

Length of Period:  43 minutes 
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Course Description 

Sociology is the study of how human interaction and social relations influence each other.  Topics of study will include the components of culture and cultural diversity, the 
American value system and its impact on the world we live in, social control, social interaction and change. The student will also learn about individual in society, social and 
economic inequality, crime and deviance, and social institutions. 

Instructional Strategies, Learning Practices, Activities, and Experiences 

Critical Reviews 
Independent Learning 
Primary Source Readings/Analysis 

Technology Resources 
Debate 

Cooperative Learning 
Project-based Learning 

Assessments 

Essays 
Reading Quizzes 
Formative and Summative Assessments 

Critical Reading and Writing 
Project Based Learning 

Oral Presentations 
Assessments with Emphasis on Technology 

Materials/Resources 

Textbook:  Carl, John D.  Think Sociology (2001) 
iPad Technology 

Primary Source Readings Internet Based Articles 
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PLANNED COURSE:  Sociology    LEVEL:  Grades 11-12   
 

1 
 

 
CONTENT/KEY CONCEPTS OBJECTIVES/STANDARDS 

 
Define sociology and comprehend the sociological 
perspective. 
 
Comprehend the components of culture, how it is 
transmitted throughout society, and how cultural 
practices vary among and within groups and societies. 
 
 

 
Define sociology and evaluate its place among the social sciences. 
 
Define the sociological perspective. 
 
Identify individuals that contributed to defining sociology as a social science. 
 
Explain how cultural practices vary among societies. 
 
Identify and explain the basic values that form American culture. 
 
Identify and explain the components and characteristics of social structure. 
 
Identify and analyze the impact of cultural wars on American society. 
 
 
United States History 
 
8.3.12.A Evaluate the role groups and individuals from the United States played in the social, political, cultural, and 
economic development of the world. 
8.3.12.B Evaluate the impact of historical documents, artifacts, and places in United States history which are critical to 
world history. 
8.3.12.C Evaluate how continuity and change in United States history are interrelated with the world. 

• Belief systems and religions 
• Commerce and industry 
• Technology 
• Politics and government 
• Physical and human geography 
• Social organizations 
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CONTENT/KEY CONCEPTS OBJECTIVES/STANDARDS 
 
Define sociology and comprehend the sociological 
perspective. 
 
Comprehend the components of culture, how it is 
transmitted throughout society, and how cultural 
practices vary among and within groups and societies. 
(continued) 

 

 
8.3.12.D Evaluate how conflict and cooperation among groups and organizations in the United States have influenced 
the growth and development of the world. 

• Ethnicity and race 
• Working conditions 
• Immigration 
• Military conflict 
• Economic stability 

 
 
World History 
 
8.4.12.A Evaluate the role groups and individuals played in the social, political, cultural, and economic development 
throughout world history. 
8.4.12.B Evaluate the importance of historical documents, artifacts, and sites which are critical to world history. 
8.4.12.C Evaluate how continuity and change have impacted the world today. 

• Belief systems and religions 
• Commerce and industry 
• Technology 
• Politics and government 
• Physical and human geography 
• Social organization 

8.4.12.D Evaluate how conflict and cooperation among groups and organizations have impacted the development of 
the world today, including its effects on Pennsylvania. 
 
 
Basic Geographic Literacy 
 
7.1.12.A Use geographic tools to analyze information about the interaction between people, places, and the 
environment 
7.1.12.B Assess how physical changes to a region may have global impact. 
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CONTENT/KEY CONCEPTS OBJECTIVES/STANDARDS 

 
Define sociology and comprehend the sociological 
perspective. 
 
Comprehend the components of culture, how it is 
transmitted throughout society, and how cultural 
practices vary among and within groups and societies. 
(continued) 

 

 
Human Characteristics of Places and Regions 
 
7.3.12.A Analyze the human characteristics of places and regions using the following criteria: 

• Population 
• Culture 
• Settlement 
• Economic activities 
• Political activities 

 
 
Reading Informational Text  
 
CC.1.2.11–12.A Determine and analyze the relationship between two or more central ideas of a text, including the 
development and interaction of the central ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.  
CC.1.2.11–12.B Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly, as well 
as inferences and conclusions based on and related to an author’s implicit and explicit assumptions and beliefs.  
CC.1.2.11–12.C Analyze the interaction and development of a complex set of ideas, sequence of events, or specific 
individuals over the course of the text.  
CC.1.2.11–12.D Evaluate how an author’s point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.  
CC.1.2.11–12.E Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her exposition or 
argument, including whether the structure makes points clear, convincing, and engaging. 
CC.1.2.11–12.F Evaluate how words and phrases shape meaning and tone in texts.  
CC.1.2.11–12.G Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or formats (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to address a question or solve a problem.  
CC.1.2.11–12.H Analyze seminal texts based upon reasoning, premises, purposes, and arguments.  
CC.1.2.11–12.I Analyze foundational United States and world documents of historical, political, and literary significance 
for their themes, purposes, and rhetorical features. 
CC.1.2.11–12.J Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college- and career-readiness level; demonstrate independence in 
gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 
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CONTENT/KEY CONCEPTS OBJECTIVES/STANDARDS 

 
Define sociology and comprehend the sociological 
perspective. 
 
Comprehend the components of culture, how it is 
transmitted throughout society, and how cultural 
practices vary among and within groups and societies. 
(continued) 

 

  
CC.1.2.11–12.K Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 
grade-level reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies and tools.  
CC.1.2.11–12.L Read and comprehend literary nonfiction and informational text on grade level, reading independently 
and proficiently. 
 
 
Writing  
 
CC.1.4.11–12.A Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information 
clearly and accurately.  
CC.1.4.11–12.B Write with a sharp, distinct focus identifying topic, task, and audience.  
CC.1.4.11–12.C Develop and analyze the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, 
extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s 
knowledge of the topic; include graphics and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.  
CC.1.4.11–12.D Organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new element builds on that which 
precedes it to create a whole; use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of the text; 
provide a concluding statement or section that supports the information presented; include formatting when useful to 
aiding comprehension.  
CC.1.4.11–12.E Write with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of composition.  

• Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to 
manage the complexity of the topic.  

• Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms of the discipline in which 
they are writing.  

CC.1.4.11–12.F Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage, 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. 
CC.1.4.11–12.G Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics.  
CC.1.4.11–12.H Write with a sharp, distinct focus identifying topic, task, and audience.  

• Introduce the precise, knowledgeable claim. 
CC.1.4.11–12.I Distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims; develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly 
and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in 
a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases. 
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CONTENT/KEY CONCEPTS OBJECTIVES/STANDARDS 

 
Define sociology and comprehend the sociological 
perspective. 
 
Comprehend the components of culture, how it is 
transmitted throughout society, and how cultural 
practices vary among and within groups and societies. 
(continued) 

 

  
 CC.1.4.11–12.J Create organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence; use 
words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major sections of the text to create cohesion and 
clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and 
counterclaims; provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.  
CC.1.4.11–12.K Write with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of composition.  

• Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to 
manage the complexity of the topic.  

• Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms of the discipline in which 
they are writing.  

CC.1.4.11–12.L Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage, 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.  
CC.1.4.11–12.M Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events.  
CC.1.4.11–12.N Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation and its significance, 
establishing one or multiple points of view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters.  
CC.1.4.11–12.O Use narrative techniques such as dialogue, description, reflection, multiple plotlines, and pacing to 
develop experiences, events, and/or characters; use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language 
to convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, settings, and/or characters.  
CC.1.4.11–12.P Create a smooth progression of experiences or events using a variety of techniques to sequence 
events so that they build on one another to create a coherent whole and build toward a particular tone and outcome; 
provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, observed, or resolved over the course of 
the narrative. 
CC.1.4.11–12.Q Write with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of writing.  

• Use parallel structure.  
• Use various types of phrases and clauses to convey specific meanings and add variety and interest.  
• Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to 

manage the complexity of the topic.  
CC.1.4.11–12.R Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage, 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.  
CC.1.4.11–12.S Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research, 
applying grade-level reading standards for literature and literary nonfiction. 
CC.1.4.11–12.T Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.  
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CONTENT/KEY CONCEPTS OBJECTIVES/STANDARDS 

 
Define sociology and comprehend the sociological 
perspective. 
 
Comprehend the components of culture, how it is 
transmitted throughout society, and how cultural 
practices vary among and within groups and societies. 
(continued) 

 

 
CC.1.4.11–12.U Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing 
products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments and information.  
CC.1.4.11–12.V Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-
generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources 
on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.  
CC.1.4.11–12.W Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced 
searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; 
integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any 
one source and following a standard format for citation. 
CC.1.4.11–12.X Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time 
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.  
 
 
Speaking and Listening  
 
CC.1.5.11–12.A Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions on grade-level topics, texts, 
and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  
CC.1.5.11–12.B Evaluate how the speaker’s perspective, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric affect the 
credibility of an argument through the author’s stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, 
and tone. 
CC.1.5.11–12.C Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, 
quantitative, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of 
each source and noting any discrepancies among the data.  
CC.1.5.11–12.D Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct perspective; 
organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.  
CC.1.5.11–12.E Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks.  
CC.1.5.11–12.F Make strategic use of digital media in presentations to add interest and enhance understanding of 
findings, reasoning, and evidence. 
CC.1.5.11–12.G Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English when speaking based on Grades 11–
12 level and content.  
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CONTENT/KEY CONCEPTS OBJECTIVES/STANDARDS 

 
Identify certain agents of socialization and evaluate how 
these agents affect individuals in their relationships with 
others in society. 
 
Define, identify, and evaluate the differences between 
crime and deviance, explain why crime exists, and 
evaluate the effectiveness of America’s legal system. 
 

 
Analyze how individuals become functioning members of society. 
 
Identify and evaluate the concept of adolescence within different societies. 
 
Examine physical, emotional, and social development of adults and evaluate problems of adulthood. 
 
Compare and contrast the culture of marriage within societies. 
 
Identify and analyze five influential theories of deviance. 
 
Identify and discuss different types of crime. 
 
Explain and evaluate the characteristics of the criminal justice system in the United States. 
 
Compare and contrast criminal activity among different societies. 
 
 
 
Reading Informational Text  
 
CC.1.2.11–12.A Determine and analyze the relationship between two or more central ideas of a text, including the 
development and interaction of the central ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.  
CC.1.2.11–12.B Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly, as well 
as inferences and conclusions based on and related to an author’s implicit and explicit assumptions and beliefs.  
CC.1.2.11–12.C Analyze the interaction and development of a complex set of ideas, sequence of events, or specific 
individuals over the course of the text.  
CC.1.2.11–12.D Evaluate how an author’s point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.  
CC.1.2.11–12.E Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her exposition or 
argument, including whether the structure makes points clear, convincing, and engaging. 
CC.1.2.11–12.F Evaluate how words and phrases shape meaning and tone in texts.  
CC.1.2.11–12.G Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or formats (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to address a question or solve a problem.  
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CONTENT/KEY CONCEPTS OBJECTIVES/STANDARDS 

 
Identify certain agents of socialization and evaluate how 
these agents affect individuals in their relationships with 
others in society. 
 
Define, identify, and evaluate the differences between 
crime and deviance, explain why crime exists, and 
evaluate the effectiveness of America’s legal system. 
(continued) 

 

 
CC.1.2.11–12.H Analyze seminal texts based upon reasoning, premises, purposes, and arguments  
CC.1.2.11–12.I Analyze foundational United States and world documents of historical, political, and literary significance 
for their themes, purposes, and rhetorical features.  
CC.1.2.11–12.J Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college- and career-readiness level; demonstrate independence in 
gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.  
CC.1.2.11–12.K Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 
grade-level reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies and tools.  
CC.1.2.11–12.L Read and comprehend literary nonfiction and informational text on grade level, reading independently 
and proficiently. 
 
 
Writing  
 
CC.1.4.11–12.A Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information 
clearly and accurately.  
CC.1.4.11–12.B Write with a sharp, distinct focus identifying topic, task, and audience.  
CC.1.4.11–12.C Develop and analyze the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, 
extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s 
knowledge of the topic; include graphics and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.  
CC.1.4.11–12.D Organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new element builds on that which 
precedes it to create a whole; use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of the text; 
provide a concluding statement or section that supports the information presented; include formatting when useful to 
aiding comprehension.  
CC.1.4.11–12.E Write with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of composition.  

• Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to 
manage the complexity of the topic. 

• Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms of the discipline in which 
they are writing. 

CC.1.4.11–12.F Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage, 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.  
CC.1.4.11–12.G Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics.  
 

 
 



PLANNED COURSE:  Sociology    LEVEL:  Grades 11-12   
 

9 
 

 
CONTENT/KEY CONCEPTS OBJECTIVES/STANDARDS 

 
Identify certain agents of socialization and evaluate how 
these agents affect individuals in their relationships with 
others in society. 
 
Define, identify, and evaluate the differences between 
crime and deviance, explain why crime exists, and 
evaluate the effectiveness of America’s legal system. 
(continued) 

 

 
CC.1.4.11–12.H Write with a sharp, distinct focus identifying topic, task, and audience.  
Introduce the precise, knowledgeable claim. 
CC.1.4.11–12.I Distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims; develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly 
and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in 
a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases.  
CC.1.4.11–12.J Create organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence; use 
words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major sections of the text to create cohesion and 
clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and 
counterclaims; provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. 
CC.1.4.11–12.K Write with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of composition.  

• Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to 
manage the complexity of the topic.  

• Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms of the discipline in which 
they are writing.  

CC.1.4.11–12.L Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage, 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.  
CC.1.4.11–12.M Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events.  
CC.1.4.11–12.N Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation and its significance, 
establishing one or multiple points of view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters.  
CC.1.4.11–12.O Use narrative techniques such as dialogue, description, reflection, multiple plotlines, and pacing to 
develop experiences, events, and/or characters; use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language 
to convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, settings, and/or characters.  
CC.1.4.11–12.P Create a smooth progression of experiences or events using a variety of techniques to sequence 
events so that they build on one another to create a coherent whole and build toward a particular tone and outcome; 
provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, observed, or resolved over the course of 
the narrative. 
CC.1.4.11–12.Q Write with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of writing.  

• Use parallel structure.  
• Use various types of phrases and clauses to convey specific meanings and add variety and interest. 
• Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to 

manage the complexity of the topic. 
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CONTENT/KEY CONCEPTS OBJECTIVES/STANDARDS 

 
Identify certain agents of socialization and evaluate how 
these agents affect individuals in their relationships with 
others in society. 
 
Define, identify, and evaluate the differences between 
crime and deviance, explain why crime exists, and 
evaluate the effectiveness of America’s legal system. 
(continued) 

 

 
CC.1.4.11–12.R Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage, 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.  
CC.1.4.11–12.S Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research, 
applying grade-level reading standards for literature and literary nonfiction.  
CC.1.4.11–12.T Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 
CC.1.4.11–12.U Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing 
products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments and information.  
CC.1.4.11–12.V Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-
generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources 
on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.  
CC.1.4.11–12.W Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced 
searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; 
integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any 
one source and following a standard format for citation.  
CC.1.4.11–12.X Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time 
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
 
 
Speaking and Listening  
 
CC.1.5.11–12.A Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions on grade-level topics, texts, 
and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  
CC.1.5.11–12.B Evaluate how the speaker’s perspective, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric affect the 
credibility of an argument through the author’s stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, 
and tone.  
CC.1.5.11–12.C Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, 
quantitative, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of 
each source and noting any discrepancies among the data.  
CC.1.5.11–12.D Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct perspective; 
organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task. 
CC.1.5.11–12.E Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks. 
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CONTENT/KEY CONCEPTS OBJECTIVES/STANDARDS 

 
Identify certain agents of socialization and evaluate how 
these agents affect individuals in their relationships with 
others in society. 
 
Define, identify, and evaluate the differences between 
crime and deviance, explain why crime exists, and 
evaluate the effectiveness of America’s legal system. 
(continued) 

 

 
CC.1.5.11–12.F Make strategic use of digital media in presentations to add interest and enhance understanding of 
findings, reasoning, and evidence.  
CC.1.5.11–12.G Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English when speaking based on Grades 11–
12 level and content.  
 
 
World History 
 
8.4.12.A Evaluate the role groups and individuals played in the social, political, cultural, and economic development 
throughout world history. 
8.4.12.B Evaluate the importance of historical documents, artifacts, and sites which are critical to world history. 
8.4.12.C Evaluate how continuity and change have impacted the world today. 

• Belief systems and religions 
• Commerce and industry 
• Technology 
• Politics and government 
• Physical and human geography 
• Social organization 

8.4.12.D Evaluate how conflict and cooperation among groups and organizations have impacted the development of 
the world today, including its effects on Pennsylvania. 
 
 
United States History 
 
8.3.12.A Evaluate the role groups and individuals from the United States played in the social, political, cultural, and 
economic development of the world. 
8.3.12.B Evaluate the impact of historical documents, artifacts, and places in United States history which are critical to 
world history. 
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CONTENT/KEY CONCEPTS OBJECTIVES/STANDARDS 

 
Identify certain agents of socialization and evaluate how 
these agents affect individuals in their relationships with 
others in society. 
 
Define, identify, and evaluate the differences between 
crime and deviance, explain why crime exists, and 
evaluate the effectiveness of America’s legal system. 
(continued) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Analyze the theories of economic and social inequality 
in the United States. 

 
8.3.12.C Evaluate how continuity and change in United States history are interrelated with the world. 

• Belief systems and religions 
• Commerce and industry 
• Technology 
• Politics and government 
• Physical and human geography 
• Social organizations 

8.3.12.D Evaluate how conflict and cooperation among groups and organizations in the United States have influenced 
the growth and development of the world. 

• Ethnicity and race 
• Working conditions 
• Immigration 
• Military conflict 
• Economic stability 

 
 
 
Identify and analyze different types of class systems that exist within the United States and other societies. 
 
Relate how poverty affects society in general. 
 
Evaluate the concepts of race, ethnicity, and minority groups. 
 
Analyze social inequality based on race, economics, gender, age, and health. 
 
 
Scarcity and Choice 
 
6.1.12.A Predict the long-term consequences of decisions made because of scarcity. 
6.1.12.B Evaluate the economic reasoning behind a choice.  Evaluate effective allocation of resources for the 
production of goods and services. 
6.1.12.C Analyze the opportunity cost of decisions made by individuals, businesses, communities, and nations. 
6.1.12.D Predict how changes in incentives may affect the choices made by individuals, businesses, communities, and 
nations. 
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CONTENT/KEY CONCEPTS OBJECTIVES/STANDARDS 

 
Analyze the theories of economic and social inequality in 
the United States. 
(continued) 

 
Markets and Economic Systems 
 
6.2.12.A Evaluate the flow of goods and services in an international economy. 
6.2.12.B Analyze the effect of changes in the level of competition in different markets. 
6.2.12.C Predict and evaluate how media affects markets. 
6.2.12.D Predict how changes in supply and demand affect equilibrium price and quantity sold. 
6.2.12.E Evaluate the health of an economy (local, regional, national, global) using economic indicators. 
6.2.12.F Evaluate the impact of private economic institutions on the individual, the national, and the international 
economy. 
6.2.12.G Evaluate various economic systems. 
 
 
Functions of Government 
 
6.3.12.A Evaluate the costs and benefits of government decisions to provide public goods and services. 
6.3.12.B Assess the government's role in regulating and stabilizing the state and national economy. 
6.3.12.C Evaluate the social, political, and economic costs/benefits of potential changes to taxation policies. 
6.3.12.D Evaluate the role that governments play in international trade. 
 
 
Economic Interdependence 
 
6.4.12.A Evaluate the comparative advantage of nations in the production of goods and services. 
6.4.12.B Assess the growth and impact of international trade around the world. 
6.4.12.C Evaluate the impact of multinational corporations and other nongovernment organizations. 
6.4.12.D Analyze how changes in transportation, communication networks, and technology affect economic 
interdependence around the world in the 21st century. 
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CONTENT/KEY CONCEPTS OBJECTIVES/STANDARDS 

 
Analyze the theories of economic and social inequality in 
the United States. 
(continued) 

 
Reading Informational Text  
 
CC.1.2.11–12.A Determine and analyze the relationship between two or more central ideas of a text, including the 
development and interaction of the central ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.  
CC.1.2.11–12.B Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly, as well 
as inferences and conclusions based on and related to an author’s implicit and explicit assumptions and beliefs.  
CC.1.2.11–12.C Analyze the interaction and development of a complex set of ideas, sequence of events, or specific 
individuals over the course of the text.  
CC.1.2.11–12.D Evaluate how an author’s point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.  
CC.1.2.11–12.E Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her exposition or 
argument, including whether the structure makes points clear, convincing, and engaging. 
CC.1.2.11–12.F Evaluate how words and phrases shape meaning and tone in texts.  
CC.1.2.11–12.G Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or formats (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to address a question or solve a problem.  
CC.1.2.11–12.H Analyze seminal texts based upon reasoning, premises, purposes, and arguments. 
CC.1.2.11–12.I Analyze foundational United States and world documents of historical, political, and literary significance 
for their themes, purposes, and rhetorical features.  
CC.1.2.11–12.J Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college- and career-readiness level; demonstrate independence in 
gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.  
CC.1.2.11–12.K Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 
grade-level reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies and tools.  
CC.1.2.11–12.L Read and comprehend literary nonfiction and informational text on grade level, reading independently 
and proficiently. 
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CONTENT/KEY CONCEPTS OBJECTIVES/STANDARDS 

 
Analyze the theories of economic and social inequality in 
the United States. 
(continued) 

 
Writing  
 
CC.1.4.11–12.A Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information 
clearly and accurately.  
CC.1.4.11–12.B Write with a sharp, distinct focus identifying topic, task, and audience.  
CC.1.4.11–12.C Develop and analyze the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, 
extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s 
knowledge of the topic; include graphics and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.  
CC.1.4.11–12.D Organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new element builds on that which 
precedes it to create a whole; use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of the text; 
provide a concluding statement or section that supports the information presented; include formatting when useful to 
aiding comprehension.  
CC.1.4.11–12.E Write with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of composition.  

• Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to 
manage the complexity of the topic.  

• Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms of the discipline in which 
they are writing. 

CC.1.4.11–12.F Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage, 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. 
CC.1.4.11–12.G Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics.  
CC.1.4.11–12.H Write with a sharp, distinct focus identifying topic, task, and audience.  

• Introduce the precise, knowledgeable claim. 
CC.1.4.11–12.I Distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims; develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly 
and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in 
a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases.  
CC.1.4.11–12.J Create organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence; use 
words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major sections of the text to create cohesion and 
clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and 
counterclaims; provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.  
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CONTENT/KEY CONCEPTS OBJECTIVES/STANDARDS 

 
Analyze the theories of economic and social inequality in 
the United States. 
(continued) 

 
CC.1.4.11–12.K Write with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of composition.  

• Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to 
manage the complexity of the topic.  

• Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms of the discipline in which 
they are writing.  

CC.1.4.11–12.L Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage, 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.  
CC.1.4.11–12.M Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events.  
CC.1.4.11–12.N Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation and its significance, 
establishing one or multiple points of view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters.  
CC.1.4.11–12.O Use narrative techniques such as dialogue, description, reflection, multiple plotlines, and pacing to 
develop experiences, events, and/or characters; use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language 
to convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, settings, and/or characters.  
CC.1.4.11–12.P Create a smooth progression of experiences or events using a variety of techniques to sequence 
events so that they build on one another to create a coherent whole and build toward a particular tone and outcome; 
provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, observed, or resolved over the course of 
the narrative. 
CC.1.4.11–12.Q Write with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of writing.  

• Use parallel structure.  
• Use various types of phrases and clauses to convey specific meanings and add variety and interest.  
• Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to 

manage the complexity of the topic.  
CC.1.4.11–12.R Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage, 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.  
CC.1.4.11–12.S Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research, 
applying grade-level reading standards for literature and literary nonfiction.  
CC.1.4.11–12.T Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 
CC.1.4.11–12.U Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing 
products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments and information.  
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CONTENT/KEY CONCEPTS OBJECTIVES/STANDARDS 

 
Analyze the theories of economic and social inequality in 
the United States. 
(continued) 

 
CC.1.4.11–12.V Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-
generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources 
on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.  
CC.1.4.11–12.W Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced 
searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; 
integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any 
one source and following a standard format for citation.  
CC.1.4.11–12.X Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time 
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.  
 
 
Speaking and Listening  
 
CC.1.5.11–12.A Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions on grade-level topics, texts, 
and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
CC.1.5.11–12.B Evaluate how the speaker’s perspective, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric affect the 
credibility of an argument through the author’s stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, 
and tone.  
CC.1.5.11–12.C Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, 
quantitative, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of 
each source and noting any discrepancies among the data.  
CC.1.5.11–12.D Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct perspective; 
organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task. 
CC.1.5.11–12.E Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks.  
CC.1.5.11–12.F Make strategic use of digital media in presentations to add interest and enhance understanding of 
findings, reasoning, and evidence.  
CC.1.5.11–12.G Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English when speaking based on Grades 11–
12 level and content.  
 
 



PLANNED COURSE:  Sociology    LEVEL:  Grades 11-12   
 

18 
 

  

CONTENT/KEY CONCEPTS OBJECTIVES/STANDARDS 
 

Identify and evaluate the major social institutions that 
have molded opinion, customs, and beliefs in society. 
 

 
Identify the social institutions that shape individuals in American society. 
 
Analyze the American political system. 
 
Compare and contrast economic and political systems among different societies. 
 
Evaluate education and religion as social institutions. 
 
Discuss contemporary issues in education and religion. 
 
Analyze the impact of scientific research on American society. 
 
 
United States History 
 
8.3.12.A Evaluate the role groups and individuals from the United States played in the social, political, cultural, and 
economic development of the world. 
8.3.12.B Evaluate the impact of historical documents, artifacts, and places in United States history which are critical to 
world history. 
8.3.12.C Evaluate how continuity and change in United States history are interrelated with the world. 

• Belief systems and religions 
• Commerce and industry 
• Technology 
• Politics and government 
• Physical and human geography 
• Social organizations 
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CONTENT/KEY CONCEPTS OBJECTIVES/STANDARDS 
 

Identify and evaluate the major social institutions that 
have molded opinion, customs, and beliefs in society. 
(continued) 
 

 
8.3.12.D Evaluate how conflict and cooperation among groups and organizations in the United States have influenced 
the growth and development of the world. 

• Ethnicity and race 
• Working conditions 
• Immigration 
• Military conflict 
• Economic stability 

 
How Government Works 
 
5.3.12.A Analyze the changes in power and authority among the three branches of government over time. 
5.3.12.B Compare and contrast policymaking in various contemporary world governments. 
5.3.12.C Evaluate how government agencies create, amend, and enforce regulations. 
5.3.12.D Evaluate the roles of political parties, interest groups, and mass media in politics and public policy. 
5.3.12.E Evaluate the fairness and effectiveness of the United States electoral processes, including the electoral 
college. 
5.3.12.F Analyze landmark United States Supreme Court interpretations of the Constitution and its Amendments. 
5.3.12.G Evaluate the impact of interest groups in developing public policy. 
5.3.12.H Evaluate the role of mass media in setting public agenda and influencing political life. 
5.3.12.I Evaluate tax policies of various states and countries. 
5.3.12.J Evaluate critical issues in various contemporary governments. 
 
 
How International Relationships Function 
 
5.4.12.A Examine foreign policy perspectives, including realism, idealism, and liberalism. 
5.4.12.B Evaluate the effectiveness of foreign policy tools in various current issues confronting the United States (e.g., 
diplomacy, economic aid, military aid, sanctions, treaties). 
5.4.12.C Evaluate the effectiveness of international organizations, both governmental and nongovernmental. 
5.4.12.D Evaluate the role of mass media in world politics. 
5.4.12.E Compare and contrast the politics of various interest groups and evaluate their impact on foreign policy. 
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CONTENT/KEY CONCEPTS OBJECTIVES/STANDARDS 
 

Identify and evaluate the major social institutions that 
have molded opinion, customs, and beliefs in society. 
(continued) 
 

 
World History 
 
8.4.12.A Evaluate the role groups and individuals played in the social, political, cultural, and economic development 
throughout world history. 
8.4.12.B Evaluate the importance of historical documents, artifacts, and sites which are critical to world history. 
8.4.12.C Evaluate how continuity and change have impacted the world today. 

• Belief systems and religions 
• Commerce and industry 
• Technology 
• Politics and government 
• Physical and human geography 
• Social organization  

8.4.12.D Evaluate how conflict and cooperation among groups and organizations have impacted the development of 
the world today, including its effects on Pennsylvania. 
 
 
Reading Informational Text  
 
CC.1.2.11–12.A Determine and analyze the relationship between two or more central ideas of a text, including the 
development and interaction of the central ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.  
CC.1.2.11–12.B Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly, as well 
as inferences and conclusions based on and related to an author’s implicit and explicit assumptions and beliefs.  
CC.1.2.11–12.C Analyze the interaction and development of a complex set of ideas, sequence of events, or specific 
individuals over the course of the text.  
CC.1.2.11–12.D Evaluate how an author’s point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 
CC.1.2.11–12.E Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her exposition or 
argument, including whether the structure makes points clear, convincing, and engaging. 
CC.1.2.11–12.F Evaluate how words and phrases shape meaning and tone in texts.  
CC.1.2.11–12.G Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or formats (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to address a question or solve a problem.  
CC.1.2.11–12.H Analyze seminal texts based upon reasoning, premises, purposes, and arguments 
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CONTENT/KEY CONCEPTS OBJECTIVES/STANDARDS 
 

Identify and evaluate the major social institutions that 
have molded opinion, customs, and beliefs in society. 
(continued) 
 

 
CC.1.2.11–12.I Analyze foundational United States and world documents of historical, political, and literary significance 
for their themes, purposes, and rhetorical features.  
CC.1.2.11–12.J Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college- and career-readiness level; demonstrate independence in 
gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.  
CC.1.2.11–12.K Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 
grade-level reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies and tools.  
CC.1.2.11–12.L Read and comprehend literary nonfiction and informational text on grade level, reading independently 
and proficiently. 
 
 
Writing  
 
CC.1.4.11–12.A Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information 
clearly and accurately.  
CC.1.4.11–12.B Write with a sharp, distinct focus identifying topic, task, and audience.  
CC.1.4.11–12.C Develop and analyze the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, 
extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s 
knowledge of the topic; include graphics and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.  
CC.1.4.11–12.D Organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new element builds on that which 
precedes it to create a whole; use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of the text; 
provide a concluding statement or section that supports the information presented; include formatting when useful to 
aiding comprehension.  
CC.1.4.11–12.E Write with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of composition.  

• Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to 
manage the complexity of the topic.  

• Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms of the discipline in which 
they are writing. 

CC.1.4.11–12.F Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage, 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. 
CC.1.4.11–12.G Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics.  
CC.1.4.11–12.H Write with a sharp, distinct focus identifying topic, task, and audience.  

• Introduce the precise, knowledgeable claim. 
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CONTENT/KEY CONCEPTS OBJECTIVES/STANDARDS 
 

Identify and evaluate the major social institutions that 
have molded opinion, customs, and beliefs in society. 
(continued) 
 

 
CC.1.4.11–12.I Distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims; develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly 
and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in 
a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases.  
CC.1.4.11–12.J Create organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence; use 
words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major sections of the text to create cohesion and 
clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and 
counterclaims; provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.  
CC.1.4.11–12.K Write with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of composition.  

• Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to 
manage the complexity of the topic.  

• Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms of the discipline in which 
they are writing.  

CC.1.4.11–12.L Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage, 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.  
CC.1.4.11–12.M Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events.  
CC.1.4.11–12.N Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation and its significance, 
establishing one or multiple points of view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters.  
CC.1.4.11–12.O Use narrative techniques such as dialogue, description, reflection, multiple plotlines, and pacing to 
develop experiences, events, and/or characters; use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language 
to convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, settings, and/or characters.  
CC.1.4.11–12.P Create a smooth progression of experiences or events using a variety of techniques to sequence 
events so that they build on one another to create a coherent whole and build toward a particular tone and outcome; 
provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, observed, or resolved over the course of 
the narrative. 
CC.1.4.11–12.Q Write with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of writing.  

• Use parallel structure.  
• Use various types of phrases and clauses to convey specific meanings and add variety and interest.  
• Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to 

manage the complexity of the topic.  
CC.1.4.11–12.R Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage, 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.  
CC.1.4.11–12.S Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research, 
applying grade-level reading standards for literature and literary nonfiction. 
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CONTENT/KEY CONCEPTS OBJECTIVES/STANDARDS 
 

Identify and evaluate the major social institutions that 
have molded opinion, customs, and beliefs in society. 
(continued) 
 

 
CC.1.4.11–12.T Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 
CC.1.4.11–12.U Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing 
products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments and information.  
CC.1.4.11–12.V Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-
generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources 
on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.  
CC.1.4.11–12.W Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced 
searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; 
integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any 
one source and following a standard format for citation.  
CC.1.4.11–12.X Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time 
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.  
 
 
Speaking and Listening  
 
CC.1.5.11–12.A Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions on grade-level topics, texts, 
and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
CC.1.5.11–12.B Evaluate how the speaker’s perspective, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric affect the 
credibility of an argument through the author’s stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, 
and tone.  
CC.1.5.11–12.C Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, 
quantitative, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of 
each source and noting any discrepancies among the data.  
CC.1.5.11–12.D Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct perspective; 
organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task. 
CC.1.5.11–12.E Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks.  
CC.1.5.11–12.F Make strategic use of digital media in presentations to add interest and enhance understanding of 
findings, reasoning, and evidence.  
CC.1.5.11–12.G Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English when speaking based on Grades 11–
12 level and content. 
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CONTENT/KEY CONCEPTS OBJECTIVES/STANDARDS 
 

Describe the changing social world and the forces that 
cause such changes. 
 

 
Analyze the theories of social change and the effects of modernization on the social and natural development. 
 
Identify and analyze the factors that affect population size. 
 
Describe and evaluate the evolution and theories of urbanization. 
 
Compare and contrast urban, suburban, and rural life and its effects on American society. 
 
 
United States History 
 
8.3.12.A Evaluate the role groups and individuals from the U.S. played in the social, political, cultural, and economic 
development of the world. 
8.3.12.B Evaluate the impact of historical documents, artifacts, and places in United States history which are critical to 
world history. 
8.3.12.C Evaluate how continuity and change in United States history are interrelated with the world. 

• Belief systems and religions 
• Commerce and industry 
• Technology 
• Politics and government 
• Physical and human geography 
• Social organizations 

8.3.12.D Evaluate how conflict and cooperation among groups and organizations in the United States have influenced 
the growth and development of the world. 

• Ethnicity and race 
• Working conditions 
• Immigration 
• Military conflict 
• Economic stability 
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CONTENT/KEY CONCEPTS OBJECTIVES/STANDARDS 
 

Describe the changing social world and the forces that 
cause such changes. 
(continued) 
 

 
World History 
 
8.4.12.A Evaluate the role groups and individuals played in the social, political, cultural, and economic development 
throughout world history. 
8.4.12.B Evaluate the importance of historical documents, artifacts, and sites which are critical to world history. 
8.4.12.C Evaluate how continuity and change have impacted the world today. 

• Belief systems and religions 
• Commerce and industry 
• Technology 
• Politics and government 
• Physical and human geography 
• Social organization  

8.4.12.D Evaluate how conflict and cooperation among groups and organizations have impacted the development of 
the world today, including its effects on Pennsylvania. 
 
 
Basic Geographic Literacy 
 
7.1.12.A Use geographic tools to analyze information about the interaction between people, places, and the 
environment. 
7.1.12.B Assess how physical changes to a region may have global impact. 
 
 
Human Characteristics of Places and Regions 
 
7.3.12.A Analyze the human characteristics of places and regions using the following criteria: 

• Population 
• Culture 
• Settlement 
• Economic activities 
• Political activities 
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CONTENT/KEY CONCEPTS OBJECTIVES/STANDARDS 
 

Describe the changing social world and the forces that 
cause such changes. 
(continued) 
 

 
7.3.12.B Analyze the significance of human activity in shaping places and regions by their cultural characteristics. 
7.3.12.E Analyze the significance of human activity in shaping places and regions by their political characteristics. 
 
 
Reading Informational Text  
 
CC.1.2.11–12.A Determine and analyze the relationship between two or more central ideas of a text, including the 
development and interaction of the central ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.  
CC.1.2.11–12.B Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly, as well 
as inferences and conclusions based on and related to an author’s implicit and explicit assumptions and beliefs. 
CC.1.2.11–12.C Analyze the interaction and development of a complex set of ideas, sequence of events, or specific 
individuals over the course of the text.  
CC.1.2.11–12.D Evaluate how an author’s point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.  
CC.1.2.11–12.E Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her exposition or 
argument, including whether the structure makes points clear, convincing, and engaging. 
CC.1.2.11–12.F Evaluate how words and phrases shape meaning and tone in texts.  
CC.1.2.11–12.G Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or formats (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to address a question or solve a problem.  
CC.1.2.11–12.H Analyze seminal texts based upon reasoning, premises, purposes, and arguments  
CC.1.2.11–12.I Analyze foundational United States and world documents of historical, political, and literary significance 
for their themes, purposes, and rhetorical features. 
CC.1.2.11–12.J Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college- and career-readiness level; demonstrate independence in 
gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.  
CC.1.2.11–12.K Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 
grade-level reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies and tools.  
CC.1.2.11–12.L Read and comprehend literary nonfiction and informational text on grade level, reading independently 
and proficiently. 
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CONTENT/KEY CONCEPTS OBJECTIVES/STANDARDS 
 

Describe the changing social world and the forces that 
cause such changes. 
(continued) 
 

 
Writing  
 
CC.1.4.11–12.A Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information 
clearly and accurately.  
CC.1.4.11–12.B Write with a sharp, distinct focus identifying topic, task, and audience.  
CC.1.4.11–12.C Develop and analyze the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, 
extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s 
knowledge of the topic; include graphics and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 
CC.1.4.11–12.D Organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new element builds on that which 
precedes it to create a whole; use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of the text; 
provide a concluding statement or section that supports the information presented; include formatting when useful to 
aiding comprehension. 
CC.1.4.11–12.E Write with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of composition.  

• Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to 
manage the complexity of the topic.  

• Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms of the discipline in which 
they are writing.  

CC.1.4.11–12.F Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage, 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.  
CC.1.4.11–12.G Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics.  
CC.1.4.11–12.H Write with a sharp, distinct focus identifying topic, task, and audience.  

• Introduce the precise, knowledgeable claim. 
CC.1.4.11–12.I Distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims; develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly 
and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in 
a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases.  
CC.1.4.11–12.J Create organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence; use 
words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major sections of the text to create cohesion and 
clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and 
counterclaims; provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.  
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CC.1.4.11–12.K Write with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of composition.  

• Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to 
manage the complexity of the topic.  

• Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms of the discipline in which 
they are writing.  

CC.1.4.11–12.L Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage, 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.  
CC.1.4.11–12.M Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events.  
CC.1.4.11–12.N Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation and its significance, 
establishing one or multiple points of view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters. 
CC.1.4.11–12.O Use narrative techniques such as dialogue, description, reflection, multiple plotlines, and pacing to 
develop experiences, events, and/or characters; use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language 
to convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, settings, and/or characters.  
CC.1.4.11–12.P Create a smooth progression of experiences or events using a variety of techniques to sequence 
events so that they build on one another to create a coherent whole and build toward a particular tone and outcome; 
provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, observed, or resolved over the course of 
the narrative. 
CC.1.4.11–12.Q Write with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of writing.  

• Use parallel structure.  
• Use various types of phrases and clauses to convey specific meanings and add variety and interest.  
• Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to 

manage the complexity of the topic.  
CC.1.4.11–12.R Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, usage, 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.  
CC.1.4.11–12.S Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research, 
applying grade-level reading standards for literature and literary nonfiction.  
CC.1.4.11–12.T Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 
CC.1.4.11–12.U Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing 
products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments and information.  
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CC.1.4.11–12.V Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-
generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources 
on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 
CC.1.4.11–12.W Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced 
searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; 
integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any 
one source and following a standard format for citation. 
CC.1.4.11–12.X Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time 
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.  
 
 
Speaking and Listening 
 
CC.1.5.11–12.A Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions on grade-level topics, texts, 
and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  
CC.1.5.11–12.B Evaluate how the speaker’s perspective, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric affect the 
credibility of an argument through the author’s stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, 
and tone.  
CC.1.5.11–12.C Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, 
quantitative, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of 
each source and noting any discrepancies among the data. 
CC.1.5.11–12.D Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct perspective; 
organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.  
CC.1.5.11–12.E Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks.  
CC.1.5.11–12.F Make strategic use of digital media in presentations to add interest and enhance understanding of 
findings, reasoning, and evidence.  
CC.1.5.11–12.G Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English when speaking based on Grades 11–
12 level and content.  
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Scarcity and Choice 
 
6.1.12.A Predict the long-term consequences of decisions made because of scarcity. 
6.1.12.B Evaluate the economic reasoning behind a choice. Evaluate effective allocation of resources for the 
production of goods and services. 
6.1.12.C Analyze the opportunity cost of decisions made by individuals, businesses, communities, and nations. 
6.1.12.D Predict how changes in incentives may affect the choices made by individuals, businesses, communities, and 
nations. 
 
 
Markets and Economic Systems 
 
6.2.12.A Evaluate the flow of goods and services in an international economy. 
6.2.12.B Analyze the effect of changes in the level of competition in different markets. 
6.2.12.C Predict and evaluate how media affects markets. 
6.2.12.D Predict how changes in supply and demand affect equilibrium price and quantity sold. 
6.2.12.E Evaluate the health of an economy (local, regional, national, global) using economic indicators. 
6.2.12.F Evaluate the impact of private economic institutions on the individual, the national, and the international 
economy. 
6.2.12.G Evaluate various economic systems. 
 
 
Functions of Government 
 
6.3.12.A Evaluate the costs and benefits of government decisions to provide public goods and services. 
6.3.12.B Assess the government's role in regulating and stabilizing the state and national economy. 
6.3.12.C Evaluate the social, political, and economic costs/benefits of potential changes to taxation policies. 
6.3.12.D Evaluate the role that governments play in international trade. 
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Economic Interdependence 
 
6.4.12.A Evaluate the comparative advantage of nations in the production of goods and services. 
6.4.12.B Assess the growth and impact of international trade around the world. 
6.4.12.C Evaluate the impact of multinational corporations and other nongovernment organizations. 
6.4.12.D Analyze how changes in transportation, communication networks, and technology affect economic 
interdependence around the world in the 21st century. 
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